[Motivations for breast reconstruction after mastectomy. A comparative study].
The aim of this study is to define the psychosocial profile and the motivations of women who seek post-mastectomy reconstruction. A questionnaire was administered to 45 women who had breast reconstruction several months after mastectomy and 51 who did not. Statistical analysis of data shows significant differences between the two groups regarding age, education, leisure activities, sexual intercourse and fear of recurrence. A qualitative analysis shows how women feel about reconstruction. The results suggest that information concerning reconstruction must be adapted to the psychosocial profile of women. Moreover, reconstruction must be considered by the surgeon as an essential stage of breast cancer treatment. In order to help women in their choice, they must give them appropriate information on the technique of breast reconstruction, on the risk of relapse and on the possibility of reimbursement of medical expenses.